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was facrificed to their fury, and fell a vie- 
tim to his love of virtue. Vet 
_ Rians . dauer. and built 
in honour. 
on ihe ou} e 
- books. proſpoctive of the liſe, conduct, 
_ and. death of their adopted ſaviout.— Now. 
my lord, wherein do the ancients: differ 
from the moderns? We know that thoſe 
ients were not leſs wiſe, and bertainig 
more learned, than Jeſus. Chriſt. They 
too had aſſociates, pupils, followers; and 
diſciples, who were emulaus to equal them 
in wiſdom, in virtue, in auſterity, and 
continence. But ſo were not the ſubſe. 
quent followers of theſe followers, and ſo 
are not the chriſtians of our day. Where 
fore; I repeat, that the rein was long fince 
given to the don pen of every paſſion, 
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truth. The former merely wiſhed to be 
made a cardinal; the latter had fixed his 
_ us on the ee ſupremacy of the 
ſtate of Geneva. To attain this, he pro- 
cured the — of Caſtalio, and per- 

ed Servetus to the grave. Luther, 
n the other hand, ſacrificed the princeſs 
of: Saxony to a luſtful huſband; and made 

- the ignorant peaſants of Germany believe 
that the devil, in perſon, had commiſſioned. 
him to ſuperſede private maſſes. Yet the 
crimes of | theſe zealots cannot fairly be 
imputed to the cauſe in which they had 
engaged. As well, indeed, might the in- 
ceſts of pope Julius II. be attributed to 
MY Chriſt. As well might it now be 
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that the ſoul of man is the conſci- 
a 'this will not do. We 
of thing the 
Wi, acl N it yet been aſcer- 
_ rained whether the ſoul be an i T 
à real ſomething; Hence t 
ity of thoſe who have, in that 
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made to an outen of jack a nature, par- 
ticularly as it; XeriO 
ſuch a time. Locke, le 'on | 
publiſhed the work where the opinion is 
found, had denied the innatei ty of ideas. 
This neceſſarily involyed him in metaphy- 
fal diſputation, in the courſe of which, 
it evidently appeared. he. wavered in his 
belief in the Deity. His not admitting | 
that ideas are innate, gave thoſe waverings ö 
an air of atheiſm; his opinions concern- 
ing conſcience were therefore deemed un- 
ſound. But time has ſhewn that he not 
only firmly believed i in one God, but that 
his opinions were generally as right as 
lage. However, his belief, according to 
your lordſhi p's hiſtory of the Progreſs of 
Cc ſcience, may have been founded on an 
error. Wherefore the chriſtian world need 
10 longer boaſt of the teſtimonies of a 
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5 and meaning of the _— ure CN 
the Bible a the 


you cannot e. * the 
_ _ faered writers alone anſwer your purpoſe : 
And even theſe, accorc ling to the definition 
my you have given of © conſcience,” may have 
bdoeen in an error. What means © facred 
| _ writers?" 1 might anſwer two ways. 
rt. They were thoſe perſons who wrote 
mine books of the Old Teſtament: and. 
They are thoſe who, at any time, write 
truth. Now the writers of the former 
_ claſs-wrote, ſometimes ambiguouſly, ſome- 
= times ablurdly, and ſometimes in a paſ- 
men: conſequently were no more ſacred 
f and holy than other men, and conſequently 
1 5 as liable to be miſled by their paſſions. 
1 Bur you will reply, that the idolatries, 
_— chat the blaſphemies of profane writers, 
bi Add to the eredit and authority of . Bi- 
ble 
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that among the Perſians there lived 
one Zoroaſter, who taught” the doctrine of 
deiſm, and gave aun leſſons in morality, 
but was withal a dealer in magic. It is 
ed that ſuch things did once eee 
and that ſuch a man as 
exiſt. But what ſhall an u 
mind think of the patris 
what think when he finds rk 
by all the prophers, that when the prieſts 
offered no ſacrifices to God, God was 
vroth; and that when offered, his an anger 
- was: ſometimes extreme? And this: way. 
becaufe the bull or the ox, the ſheep/ or 
| eee not fat: or lender enough? 


the authenticity of» a book, eonfeſſediy 25 

k : written by idolaters, refers Paine and your 
readers to other books, likewiſe confeſſedly 
u ritten by idolaters.— But if you even ap- 
bpeal to all the ancient books yet known to 
the moderns, ſuch and ſuch only muſt be 
the ultimatum. eee e e 
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own; will: | implying. that God endowed 
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ed; the probability is, that Moſes intra- 
, duced this epiſode to heighten the anti- 
quity of that hatred he himſelf entertain- 
ed towards the Canaanites. Having the 
authority of the flood- maker, and his ſons; 
to corroborate his own and that of Aaron. 
Moſes eaſily perſuaded the Iſraelites, that 
a land flowing with milk and honey was 
better than a deſart; and to poſſeſs himſelf 
of this rich zra&, he iſſued denunciationd -_ 
againſt the vices of an induſtrious race of 
good and bad men. To qualify his fiat, 
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ti matel y attained, a complete aſcendancy; 
a well over the minds, as the labour of 
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URELY, my lord, you do not now ex- 

of original ſin, paradiſiacal innocence, 
diſmiſſal from paradiſe, ſubſequent ad- 
miſſion of death and ſatan. Of original | 
fin I have ever entertained the opinion 
which now decides” my belief—T have ever 
conſidered it a reli gious bugbear, made 
up of the fears and vices of men of aban- 
doned lives: it's decrees and it's inſtitutes 
ſtagger the beſt heart; fer, according to 
. theſe, no human being can practiſe true 
holineſs, or n virtue: —ſin is the 
original com ; and the end of all our 
- endeavours, death. „VV 
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te feebleneſs of. his nature,, is ſaid to in- | 
cur the penalty attached to the guilt of * 


perſon who. lived, perhaps, fix. thouſand 


pets ag0; and generations after genera- ; 
tions do. penance for his crimes : bo chat | 


inhumanity and injuſtice alone fignalize 


this law of heaven. | But it is no divine, A 
nor juſt, buman law: it is, 1 repeat, * 
religious bughear. RN What was 1 ; 
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 quiry. into the cauſe, infancy, and man- 


ner, of the creation of our ſpecies. The 


1 can only be accounted for by recur- 5 
ring to the page of nature, where we diſco- | 


ver that the chain would be uſeleſsly imper- 
fe, without the link human.“ Why 


this. world was at all created, is matter of | 


vaſt ſurpriſe to thoſe who have never taken 


a the pains to examine more than the gene- 


ral outline of ſociety, and never go be- 


| leid oe ſurface of human nature, 1 his 
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s incapable of perfection, 
And continually in a ftate of anxiety and 
bi. 56 doubt, che univerſe is not the workinan- 
2 - Hip of a being i in himſelf per &; there. 
| fore, fay they, the whole of this "ftupen- 
dun miſerable fabric is the work of 
chance. It were needleſs hebe ro examine = 
the. many wild ſcepticiſms which have, 
From time to time, been u urged, in ſupport 
of this chance-medley: owever, had I no 
other reſource, I ſhould certainly endea- 
your to confute fuch ſcepticiſms one by 
one; but my refource is, in the moral evi- 
dence things afford of the capability of 
man, to be not only much more comfort- 
Wo. able than he now i is, but likewiſe to attain 
| _ _ a- wonderful degree of higher] perfection, 
| Wit he yet enjoys. To be more com- 
fiortable, it is only neceſſary to alter the 
fate of the conſtituted authorities of ſo- 
ciety: and inſtead of being the creatures 
= of a creature, toiling to make him indolent, 
3 aud Ging to o make him more proud, we 
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of his Own ̊phere. I On it is peculiarly 
_ ttftuining for” thoſe who deve 


paper: but what, my lord, is the fate of | 
All their labour? only to be kicked at 
or theoriſt. Even Sir Iſaac 
Newton has been mentioned with coolneſs, 
by thoſe who- thought they had diſcovered 
his. errors: and Euclid himſelf is now put 
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1 man may 3 to e theſe hs 
13 not been pronounced inimilable, but 
emulation cannot be induced in a mind 
overawed by this fiat of an imperious 
world. The poetry of Homer is not oni 
admired, but by many deified; inſomuch 
that it would be deemed impolitic to pro- 
nounce him 4pitable. - This then is one 
among the reaſons. 8 mn continues to 
be the-adorer of man: one among the 
reaſons why 1 conſider man capable of "x 
ing more comfortable, and. more pil 
than he now is: nor leſs a reaſon why- 
man ſhould limit his ſpeculations, con- 
renting himſelf. with the ſtudy of the world 
he lives in. This ſtudy would neceſſirily 
limit our unproductive travels to planets, 
our. wanderings after meteors, our claim 
to the ſcience of comets, the never- to- be- | 


By underflood theory of attraction, and all the 
5 hideous 


e y 1 * 4 K 
Ab NY - - +> 
© wy WJ 
- * N 
1 p * R 
* 3 
N 15 
ie 8 
* 
* 
1 
— 
+ 
* * 
* * 


2 — * 
8 2 8 
2 0 * 0. 8 
"yy 2 33 F- < 

54k tf 4 


F438; 


S 7 
„ 


un men abe, (4 


tion of 


cience to the 


This cauſe woul em ampIy deniledie 
he faithful, though perhaps inelegant, ſur- 
1 rey we have juſt been making, of the riſe 
I and progreſs of political diſtinctions. In the 
ccourſe of this ſurvey, we have certainly 
| diſcovered that man was not created: as: 
WH imperfect as-is imagined by his philoſo- 
phic ſelf, but that his creator has endowed 
bim withcertain faculties, ſenſes, appetites, _ 
and deſires ; faculties to examine, and pro- 
pound, and improve, . objects of ſenſe; 
þ ſenſes to reſine his appetite, and appetite to 
ptovoke deſire: each neceſſary to the ex- 
WH: iſtence of each, and each qualified to cor- 
dect and refine the other: ſo that we owe 
our phyſical maladies to our moral irregu- 
larity. And this is alone the reſult of a- 
tional debaſement : hence man was cre- 
\ I ated:to-uſe his reaſon for the preſervation 
coc his health; to enjoy, in his conſciouſ- 
neſs of. derived exiſtence, the hope of im- 
ortality ; and with this hope, to honour, 
fear, love, and ſerve his creator; and eſ- 
careſs, and aſſiſt his fellow man. 
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the man er related 
that they did not er 
thee,” That they were not created in 
the manner related in 'Genefis, muſt ws 
"mM 'the'counterpart different ac- 
count” of the pretended ' ſame event: and 
in the recital of this circumſtance, we 
perceive an intention to deceive, how | 
hall we be fatisfied with the more re- 
0 ble hiſtory of paradiſe and the fall? 
Common juſtice requires, that we ſhould 
doubt the veracity of a tried liar, and this 
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juſtice extends to the author of Genefis. 


Differing from every ſpecies of fable- 
writers, he has amuſed the lover of ro- 
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and his-wife hid themſelves from rows f 
| ofthe garden. And the Lord: God cab 
led unto Adam, and ſaid unto him, ns © 
ut chou 7 And he ſaid, Fr thy voice 
in the arden; and I was afraid, 
1 was naked: and 1 hid myſelf. And he. 
ſaid; Who told thee that thou waſt naked? 
Haſt thou eaten of the tree, whereof 11 
\nded” thee, that thou ſhouldſt nor? 
ent? And the man ſaid, The woman! 
whom thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave 
me of the tree, and F did eat. And the: 
ſaid unto the woman, Whar! 
is this that thou haſt done? And the 
man ſaid, The ſerpent. beguiled me, and I 
did ear. And the Lord God ſaid unto the 


ſerpent, Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou 
art curſed abôve all cattle, and above! 
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ſed, ts fow 1 aten the 
geluge, muff likewife have been taken by 
Noah with him into che ark. A difficulty 
not leſs inſurmountable than any T have yet 
mentioned is, chat ſuppoſing, which is a 
| ſuppoſition I make out of complaceney to 
' the friends of the deluge, Noah and his 
whole houſhold, birds, beaſts, and appa- 
 ritus, had found room, and did live, in the 
ark, there ultimately was no place for his 
beaſts and birds to go to. Foreſts and 
trees had all been deſtroyed; as we read 
in the 7th chap. already quoted, the 4th 
ere: „For yet ſeven days (God is nom 
converfing with Noah), and I will cauſe it” 
to mim upon the earth forty days and forty' 
nights: und every living ſubſtance that Fo | 
have made, will I deſtroy from off the face 
of the” earth.” Hence then every tree, 
nay, every rub, that was upon the face of 
the earth; muſt have been torn up by the 
oots wont apron the ruins. For 
that tempeſt, which could diſperſe and 
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41. manner, A; in the 


fundamental fallacy ““ that the Bible is 
the Word of God,” They.agreed in this 
from intereſt, and for the fake of that in- 
tereſt ( cheir temporal eures), they differed 
among themſelves. If the concradidtions 
of the Bible were diſcovered by them, 
which 1 do ſuppoſe was the caſe, they durſt 
not ſay fo, for fear of being turned out of 
their places. Others, again, ſuffered them 
ſelves to be enſlaved by enthuſiaſm, which 
is ever begetting ſuperſtition—that vicious 
emorz thus, then, the former claſs were 
vriters from incereſt, the latter wrote from 
their paſſtons. Plague, or perſteoution, 
en fare,” were continually prayed oP 
one; rain; plenty; and gold, were the idols 
of: the other. . Thoſe who wiſhed: for the 
plague were, in appearance, at enmity with 
vice thoſe inclined to perſecution, were 
bigots ; and perſecution and fire, in chriſ- 
tian countries, were long own ſiſters. 
Thoſe: days are now paſt; and theſe, the 
glory of perfidy, have followed. In theſe 
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duct chey yielded the palm to Rome, 
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nd criminal the vices of interprecers ſem, 
have. ſtifled her conceptions, and kicked | 
tereſts to thoſe they proſeſſed to iba in vo 
heaven. ' Chriſtian teachers, in the 8th. 
and gth centuries of their religion, taught 
ee and gave the waich-· word ob 


Theſe. interpreters. have m 


at her laws, preferring their cart 


er from the pulpit. In a leſs remote 
xriod there were Luthers, Calvins, and 
s, who, though in publicity of con- 


ea ſhew of humility the forerunner 


gave birth to a ſchiſm that threatened to 


' ſhake the whole frame of ſociety from off 
the ſhoulders of reaſon. The year o 

vill like wiſe be remembered, as one of 

b thoſe in which the Darn of popery, in 


le, though 
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ute generous or magnificent enough W 
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prohibited the multiplicity of ſacrifices' 


to their capricious. God. But our idola- 
ters have even improved on the economy 
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. but the man- kind, conſequently, Jeſu 
IN been the Saviour of thoſe fiſher- 
men only. However, let us conſider bim 
in the more general character of Saviour 
53 of all mankind, or, (Which is the other 
| title we read. attached to his name, 
in the New Teflament,) *The Saviour of 
the world.” To this character belong 4 
multitude of 1 and from this charac- 
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5 193 37 
| been a . and indignant denunciation f 
| both of Zedekiah and his princes ; but the 
latterſtill agitated bytheir ſuperſtitious feats, 
| were willing to avert, what they ſuppoſed 
to be, a divine judgment. With this view, 
| they ſuggeſted to Baruch, that it would be 
| proper,. both for himſelf and Jeremiah, to 

| hide themſelves, leſt the king, in his . 
; ſion, ſhould cauſe them to be put to death. 
ö An injundtion, which, Baruch and his co- 
| adjutor very faithfully obſerved. But mind, 

| it is ſaid, The king commanded Jerab-,, 
E meel the fon of. Hammelech, and Seraiah 
the ſon of Azriel, and Shelemiah the ſon of 


wo W> 


Abdeel, to take Baruch the ſcribe, and oi * 


miah the prophet: but the Lord bid them.” | 


| What a barefaced untruth The Lord hid 

them ! when we have juſt been reading, 

that the princes enjoined on Baruch to hide 
himſelf and Jeremiah ; which they ac- 

cordingly did. But, it may be faid, This 

is a frivolous objection againſt a man, who 
; prophefied ſo. truly concerning the con- 


queſt of Jan, and king Zedekiah.“ . 4 
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Naw) I do not conſider this a propheey, - 


but a conjeQure following, as of „ £ 


a review of the then emergent ſtate of 


things; a conjecture, my lord, which a 
man, uſed to bold conjectures, was likely 
to hazard, and as likely to prove typical of 


the real iſſue of that fiege ; yet, as well 
might one receive any of the warriors of 
Rome, or Carthage of old, under the cha- 
racter of prophets, as Jeremiah; for the 
Roman and Carthaginian generals, nay, 


generals of more modern times, were able 


to anticipate the fate of their beſieged gar- 
riſons, hours, nay days before the event 
had actually taken place. It has even ſo 
happened i in the courſe of the preſent war, 
and ſo it was in the days of Zedekiah. In 

fact, to ſuppoſe the contrary, were ro admit, 
that God is not only an unmerciful, but a 


cuapricious and wicked God. But Jere- 


miah and his fellow prophets alone libel 
the Deity as this heterogeneous being. I 
cannot, I would not, for crowns, ſceptres, 
and kingdoms, thus impeach his holy 
— name. 


K „ 5 


name. 15 l it not impeached, is it not af. 
perſed by the prophet Jeremiah ? ? Surely 
it is. This infatuated necromancer, this 
filly ghoſt-tmaker, tells us, that Almighty | 
God commiſſioned him, Jeremiah, to root 
out, and to pull down, and to deſtroy, and 
to throw down, to build and to plant, na- 

tions and kingdoms. A word of truth is. 
not included in the whole of this ſelf-cre-, 
ated manifeſto. That God, the juſt God 
of worlds and of intelligent nature, that 
the God of wiſdom, and of love, ſhould 
ſet a Petulant, an invidious, an unfaithful 
man, over all nations and kingdoms, to 


rule and to deſtroy, is divinely impoſſible. 


It may as well be ſaid, that God appointed 


William Pitt and his colleagues to miſguide 


the councils of this devoted nation. Both 
would be equally compatible with the 


immutive juſtice of God. Was it the act 


of a merciful and juſt God to cauſe the. 


murder of a poor deluded fortune teller, 


but as true a prophet as any of his cotem- 


poraries? This Jeremiah procured to be bo 


=. done — 
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done—az in the. caſe of Hananiah, «in 


the name of the Lord.” Did this all- 
2 powerful and juſt God command Jere- 


miah to accredit the evaſive words of an 


; idolatrous prince? To this your lordſhip | 
will perhaps reply, “Read my defence of 
Jeremiah's character and conduct againſt 
Mr. Paine's attack upon both.“ My lord, 
| T have done ſo, andT think i it is far from 
being exculpatory of the accuſed. Un- 
doubtedly, Paine might have uſed different, 
yet equally cogent epithets in his remarks 
on this and other Bible characters; but the 
ſcurrility of words is no proof of the inno- 
- cence of thoſe to whom they are applied. 
This holds particularly. true with regard to 
Jeremiah, who certainly told not one, but 


twenty lies, and prevaricated as oſten. 


Paine charges bim with telling the princes, 


A made my ſupplication before the king, 


that he would not cauſe me to return to 
Jonathan's houſe to die there ;” and your 
lordſhip replies, „It is not ſaid, that he, 
Jeremiah, told the princes he wen! to make 
25 TT „„ 
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dis ſupplication, but that he ve ir,” 
Pardon me, my lord, I am about to con- 
tradict you Jeremiah did uo ſupplicate the 
king in the whole courſe of this confer- 
ence. If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou 
not ſurely put me to death? Zedekiah 
the king ſware ſecretly unto Jeremiah, - 
ſaying, As the Lord liveth, that made us 
* this ſoul, 1 will not put thee to death, nei-- 
ther will I give thee into the hands of theſe 
men that ſeek thy life.“ If in theſe words 
your lordſhip is able to diſcover any thing 
like a ſupplication, that the king would 
not Cauſe Jeremiah to return to Jonathan's 
houſe to die there; ;” ſure you are eaſily de- 
_ ceived, eaſily convinced, that what is | 
not, is. But your keen and penetrating in- 
tellect is proudly ſuperior to the miſts of 
ſophiſm, ſuperior to the quibbles of a pu- 
ſillanimous necromancer. Vou cannot but 
admit, that there is no ground on which 
you can now ſay, that Jeremiah even hinted 
a wiſh to be releaſed from the bondage of 
Jonathan the ſcribe. Indeed, it was no 
§ö³ 
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| ways likely that he ſhould, for be did not 
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come from Jonathan's houſe, but from the 


Court of the priſon whither he had been 
remanded by king Zedekiah, immediately 


after the conference in chap. 37, which is 


the one you allude to. This fact, my lord, is 


undeniable; and it follows, that Jeremiah 
could not have ſupplicated the king to the 


8 purpoſe, and in the gonſerence you contend 


Fore. But Jeremiah told the princes all that 
abe king commanded him, and this com- 


madd included the ſtory of the ſupplica- 


tion. Now Jeremiah either told lies of his 


n making, or thoſe made for him by the 
king. Whether the latter was the caſe 


Rr net. Iwill not go beyond the Bible it- 
Jelf zo ſhew. In this boak, and in the 38th 


| Rhapter of Jeremiah, verſes 24, 25, 26, 
2 we read, Then ſaid Zedekiah unto 


__—_—_— Let no man. know of theſe 
worde, and thou ſhalt not die. But if the 
3 hear that I have talked with thee, 
and they come unto thee, and ſay unto 


Ne now what thou haſl 
29 | KD ils laid 
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ceived; therefore Jeremiah eſcaped the 
torture; anime A views were accom- 


69 
aid unto the king, hide it not from. us, 


and we will not put thee to death; alſo 
what the king ſaid unto thee: then thou 


| ſhalt ſay unto them, 7 preſented my ſuppli- 


: cation befure the king, that he would not cauſe 


ne io return 10 Fonatban's houſe 10 die there. 


and aſked him, and he told them according 
i all tbefe words that the king had command 


e ee ae ſparking; wink hire br 


 theſelaſt nen 28 
jet of that illufive and falſe reply on it's 
true foot. The matter was not par- 
 Ceived 12 that is, the truth bad not been 
ſpoken; therefore the truth was not per- 


4 . Your pgs os 


not guilty of duplicity, or, in more antel- | 
ligible terms, that he did not violate any 


law of nature, or of civil ſociety, in what 
be did on | this occaſion,” has to me the 
K 4 EO moſt 
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ann unſatisfactory appearance... I cannot 
© ſuppoſe you have wantonly betrayed the 
leading principle of your life truth; 
but 1 muſt be permitted to ſay, that you 
have, on this occaſion, much miſtaken 
her nen Jeremiah did not tell the 
rinces one word of truth, conſequentiy 
him did not, according to you, tell the 
h; in part, to fave his life :** had this 
n the caſe, 1 ſhould not have contend- 


ed ſor the crimination of the prophet, for 
I can agree in the ſentiments of Puffen- 
dorf. As to your parallel between Jere- 


-miah, and the privy counſellors of the 
c Britain, I am not able to 
diſcover it's conſiſtency: becauſe Jeremi- 
ah was neither a privy counſellor, nor z ſe- 


cretary, nor a prime miniſter, to king Ze- 


dekiah; but the perſecuted victim of his 


7 tyranny and of his power. In this ſitua- 


tion it was, that he found himſelf com- 


£7 x apa to prevaricate and tell untruths. 


A ſituation, my lord, which would pro- 


- bably extort unfai thful conceſſions even 


bin „ton 


from ourſelves; yet ſuch conceſſions could 


not, undet any conſideration of the neceſ= 
fity which impelled them, be fairly re- 


conciled to the laws of nature, and of 


civil ſociety ; being a violent infraction of 
both. T muſt indeed have erred much, if 
| am miſtaken, when from theſe peenaſes 
L aſſert, that Jeremiah was merely a man 


of mrewdneſs, but not a prophet ;* not 


the adopted oracle of heaven; ; hot a man 


ol ſtrict veracity ; in hort, neither more 


nor leſs honeſt, nor more nor leſs equivo- 
cal, at certain times, than his neighbours. 


lou ſay, he propheſied true concerning 


Zedekiah ; and to ſupport this opinion, 
you quote his 34th chapter, and comment. | 
upon it in refutation of Paine's deductions 


from the ſame words. I am not eager to 


criminate the man for his prophecy, but 
I willingly reproach the memory of Ze- 


dekiah for being ſo petulant and unad- 


viſed, as to wait his inevitable doom. 
With the might of Babylon againſt him, 


it was s impoſſible that he ſhould eſcape the 
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and dach bas been the petulance of many 
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ſtruction, and fallowed you to the: Ne 


ever 1 en ee dee 


Y monarch, fince and before his time. 
& Charles the Second conſented to the 

 veitorated wiſhes, had he attended to the 

_ Gneoſive admonitions of his parliament, 
Oliver Cromwell had died the remote ad- 
mirer of palncely generoſity ; but Charles 
vas 8 tyrant, and Oliver, encouraged by 
ether tyrants, raifed the commonwealth 
an the ruins of the crown. Poor Charles! 


4; lament your untimely fall: ah, I do! 1 


even Weep over the recollection of what I 


2ve read concerning you: would to God 
that you had lived more in harmony with 
Engliſhmen. and virtue, you would have 
died in peace with mankind, and your 
God. And you, Zedekiah, you might 
hae averted the calamitics of your reign: 
the pride of human nature—thar 
baſe yoke of intellect —hurried your de- 


17 A gr bf tag” n ey 2 . 3 
F 4 \ N : Pp : * * 
7 „% A » ˙ u ˙ w r.wmi ͤj 
. 59 CCC 
15 n 4 
, ” ; n . 1 2 
5 a * 1 ; 
8 4 * "= 


Angel in this, i in that 1 lady de. 
One general family, as wiſe as free; 
Sußhſiſting only for the common Wood. 
Not running man for one the ather's blo | . 1 55 
Vet, if on earth, our words or aRions aim 
At the mean laurels of a party name; 
411 only vice our Reeting thoughts kad,” 
Stall our eternal comforts, ſmall” our joys: 
For death, to all, their proper e- 
Each holds the rank ſor which alone he lives. 
Virtue's exalted, vice demean'd in turn, 
Thouſands are happy while their thouſands burn; 
Burn i in thoſe I that from their ſouls mw 
ceed, 
For ever wounded, yet they never bleed; 
The rankling paſſion throbs at ev'ry pere, 
They ſeem, but are not weltering in gore. 


. Horrific ſate ! but vice is that foul thing, 
Whether in thoſe who toil, or in a king! 

| While truth's fair ſons celeſtial empires ſcan, 
His conſcious ſelf impugns the wicked man. 

* Awhile, and we are gone, for ever gone, 
"To 1 __ the 3 throne. 55 
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| Were virtue our's, — this a 
* moment quitour W — 

1 "aka 0 le cannot a practi the eee 

4 quitting even this unſeemly globe, pe- 


; netrates deeply into my inmoſt beart; 1 
 trerhible, leſt the abuſe of the privileges I 


here enjoy, ſhould fix my lot amidſt the 
rs, and in the labyrinths of folly. 


| However, J do not ſear that the foregoing 
ſtrictutes on your favourite prophet, are 


among the number of my ill-judged re- 


fleQions ; they proceeded from the heart, 


are the fruits of conviction; and can 
only be forſaken after their futility (and : 


. they will then,), has, been ſhewn. It is 


not enongh, that you have exhauſted your 


logic in his defence; not enough that 


you have followed him in the ſeries of his 


75 accompl! Hing prophecies; not enough that 
you believe he was inſpired by God; ſince 

- proofs, abundant proofs, are given of the 
contrary fac. The lamentable cruelties 


eXer- 


© 206 ) 


Z Tncroiſet by the king of Babylon towards 
his fellow king of Judah, do not make a 
| prophet of Jeremiah: for no man, ac- 
quainted with the modes of ' puniſhment 
then practiſed in the eaſt, could much err 
in anticipating or foretelling that which 
Zedekiah, in ſuch a conjuncture, might 
probably undergo. | In many countries of 
the world, it is the practice - eruel prac- 
tice! even to this day, ro put out the eyes 
of thoſe who are taken in battle. Our 
oriental hiſtorians have recorded inſtances 
of a whole army of men being thus cruelly 
immolated: Their inhuman conquerors' 
even ſend them home, to their friends, in 
this ſtate; with only the aſſiſtance of a 
guide taken from their number, and alſo 
deprived of one eye; leaving him in the 
poſſeſſion of the other to ſeek his mourn- 
ful way. So common is this practice 
among thoſe nations, that any man may 
eaſily propheſy i the fate of a priſoner. And 
whether ſuch ervelties | were common 


among the Babylonians, or only rarely 
| «11.75 | prac- 


x: 256 Y 
prafliſed, it was, I think, a matter of 
courſe, ſor the deſpot Nebuchadnezzar to 
put out the eyes of his conquered - flave. 
Properly ſpeaking, Zedekiah was the 
viceroy or baſhaw of Judea, under the 
- king of Babylon; but he became a rebel. 
Jeremiah knew this, and therefore ad- 
moniſhed him to go, with his princes, 
and reſign himſelf, them, and his army, to 
the will of Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekian 
rejected oy: council; for which he affigned 
this reaſon —“ I am afraid of the jews that 
are fallen to the Chaldeans, leſt they deli- 
ver * into their hand, and they mock 
me Jeremiah 's anſwer to this objection 
i 4.05 hag with ſubtilty and low intrigue : | 
true, he ſought only the deliverance of his 
exiled jew brethren ; and this, he was in 
| hopes, would be accompliſhed, by Zede- 
| Kjah ſurrendering himſelf to the beſiegers: 
but finding Zedekiah unprepared, to make 
| ſuch a ſacrifice, the, prophet, denounces 
Vengeance on him and all his houſe. V /ich 
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at her ſhrine. Impunity, ſometimes, at- 


the court of the priſon were his occaſion- 
al rewarders. It being the cuſtom of the 


country to cheriſh prophetic notions, he, 


by a ſhew of auſterity and continence, 
both, perhaps, peculiar to himſelf, ac- 
quired, nevertheleſs, a character for being 
. ſometimes right in his conjectures, But 
in the caſe of Zedekiah, and the threaten- 
ed deſtruction of Judah, there, to me, ap- 
| pears nothing more prophetic than the 
; reveries of Richard Brothers. The ancient 
_ denounced kings, and kingdoms, threat- 


ened with plagues and the ſword, credu- 


lous and weak as they were, implored 
him to intercede with God in their be- 
half. This Jeremiah was ever ready to 
do; provided his own life had been pre- 
viouſly put out of danger, and meat, 
drink, clothes, and a lodging, provided 
for him. The Plaguc did not come ; the 

. ſword. 


4 


ſacrificed, by turns, friends and enemies 


| tended theſe. acts; » but the dungeon and 
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| ord: was not un the king was Kin | 
alive; and theſe were accounted fulfil. 
ments of the prophecy. Again, Brothers 5 
| we" propheſied the deſtruction of London 
by an earthquake, and fixed the time: 
Mr. Halhead and ſome others believed 


him; but the prophecy was not - fulfilled : 


and theſe gentlemen now aſſure us, that 
Brothers, at their requeſt, - « prayed to 
God Almighty to with-hold his judg- 
ments, and ſpare London a few years 
longer.” This the prophet readily did; 
and his admiring followers quote the ſal- 
vation of London as one, and the moſt 
powerful, proof, that Richard Brothers is 
2 true prophet. It is true, I am not fo 
verſed in the myſteries of this new 
prophet, as to be ſufficiently able 
to -give the ſpiritual meaning of his 


: | prophecy to the reader; but ro 


have faid that, upon his ſyſtem, th 
threatened deſtruction of London has = 


| fully accompliſhed. ' At the time hen 


* ee his viſion, the ſuſ- 
penſion. 


605 gh) 


da of the habeas corpus act was de- 
- bated in the houſe of commons, —this ſuſ- 
penſion was agreed to; hence, London 
had made a ſmall progreſs towards deſtrue- 


tion; but preſently the memorable con- 
vention bills were paſſed, and theſe be- 
ing followed by what is worſe than bills--- 


an increaſe of taxes [---let the reader fay, 


er Brothers much erred in prophe- 
ſing of the een, ue London, boy A 


my iake, © Fa 
0 ve. eben nor man, was by their power oe 


; - thrown, | 


I | 


g ö | The ill and prophecies ore al their own. 
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N ine book of Dani ahavw way one 

» flights of ſaney and a ſtraggl ing veinof 

Prophetic plauſibility be here and there met 

with; but, conſidering the diſtance be- 
tween the time the prophecies were told, 
and the ra of their aſſumed: completion, 
there" is nothing either remarkable or out 

of the courſe of nature in their iſſues, 
It is, however, impoſſible that any human 
mind ſhould fee ſo clearly into the unper- 
Formed actions of unborn men, as to be 
able to foretel not only the actions them- 

_ "ſelves, but their Poſitive conſequences. 
To ſuch as theſe the ancients often 
laid claim, and a deluded generation 

ſanctified their impudence. The reſpect 

ſhevyn 


VI 


1 
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ſhewn to Daniel other dint by 
the kings and heroes of their days, pro- 


ceeded not from a conviction of the truth 
of their prophecies, but becauſe kings and 


heroes had been accuſtomed from time im- 
memorial to regard the anger of the gods 


or God of their fathers, as ſure omens of 
diefeats in battle, or revolutions in the ſtate. 


Of things of this nature Daniel always 
ꝓropheſied; and where the prejudiced fol- 


boyers of Jeſus Chriſt fanſy they meet with 


* a type of their founder, it is really no 
more than a random gueſs, © who ſhall be 
king next year.” This ſhooting at futu- 


 Fity was then a game of high advantage; 


diſſolute princes, forſaken concubines, ar 
titled robbers, were the birds of prey. 


Men generally imbibed hopes, or indulged | 
fears, according to the wiſhes of thoſe art- 


ful viſionaliſts, So little in fact has rea- 
ſon overcome thoſe prejudices, that were 


the ſpirit of the times favourable to the 
trade of a prophet, one might now ſet out 


ona auer keien and necromancing ex- 


pedition, 


1 
24 
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pedition, and even. Hafobe he had Waite "A 
tour of England, have ſome proof to ad- 
duce of his remarkable accuracy. The 
buſineſs of a propher, or fortune-teller, or 
necromancer, was, perhaps, the moſt pro- 
fitable of any that could have been fol- 
lowed by Daniel and that party: it gained 
2 him the favour of courts, becauſe princes 
were credulous enough to believe him. In 
te multiplicity of prophecies one or two 
might certainly ſeem fulfilled; but their 
Fulfilment was no proof that Daniel was 
the prophet of the Lord.” Daniel was 
-a favourite and a miniſter at the court of 
the king of Babylon; ſo is William Pitt at 
the court of the king of England. Daniel 
propheſied of the fate of battles; and, as 
there were no gazettes extraordinary pub- 
liſhed at Babylon, he eaſily concealed or 
fulſely reported the iſſue of any conteſt. 
But the prime miniſter of England has like- | 
wiſe propheſied, and that too very confi- 
dently, concerning the certain fate of ar- 
bores en and battles, and lieges and cam- 
PÞaigns ; ; 


JC ne 
paigns ; ; and, lame as he is at the trade of 95 
a prophet, ſomething like a fulfilment. of 5 
his armament prophecy has been manifeſt- 
ed: beſides a few ſmaller prophecies con- 
cerning trivial actions in the courſe of the 
preſent war. But this parallel of the 
prime minifter of England and that of 
Babylon is not quite ſo apt; nor ſo conclu- 
five as it would have been, had Charles 
James Fox formed the counter part: for 
this politician has not only predicted the 
fate of armaments, but has perſpicuouſly 
foretold the iſſue of unfought campaigns. 
What | and i is Charles James Fox no pro- 
phet? As much ſo, my lord, as either 
Daniel or any other of the great men men- 
tioned in the Old Teſtament. Mr. Fox, 
taking a general ſurvey of the preſent ſtate 
of Europe, but particularly England, will 
diſcover much of every ſort of intellectual 
and ſuper- intellectual arrogance: this, and 
the political depravity, may have an air of 
ripening revolutions ; and from this he may 
be led to conclude, that a virgin ſhall 
conceive, 


1 
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conceive, and a virgin bear a ſon,” which 
ſon, as he is required to fay nothing more 
about him, may afterwards be © the 
adopted political Saviour of a party,” al- 
though he ſhould die upon a ſcaffold. Now - 
Ifaiah has merely ſaid, a virgin ſhall con- 


ceive! Merely ſid ? replies your lordihip : 


how! a virgin conceive? Nothing mira- 
culous, my lord; I need not tell you that 


a virgin is a © chaſte maid or maiden.” 


This deſcription conſiſts, perhaps, more 
in appearance than reality: whether or not, 
there are thoſe who have that appellation 
conferred on them, who are actually ad- 
vanced three months in a ſtate of preg- 
nancy: this appellation is never withdrawn 
till the prominence of the habit has viſi- 
bly diſplayed the virtues of that command, 
- Be fruirful and multiply.“ But, before 


this has been publicly known, ſome 


maid,” and only diſcover the plot by means 


of a herald ſent to him by the parents of 


the maiden, at the end of three months, to 


_ — , 7 FTY R —— * 2 3 


7 
| lull kim to ſleep and confidence, with pro- 


miſes of great reward. Thus then the 
Holy Ghoſt be comforter muſt have brea- 


thed his quivering ſpirit over Mary three 
months before the angel came to Joſeph to 
announce the virginity of his ſpouſe. Let 
us, however, ſtate, what ſome of the got ) 


1 writers N laid on this ſubject. 


In St. Matthew" s goſpel, the 1ſt chaps 


verſe 1 „ we read, © The book of the gene- 


ration of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of David, 


the fon of Abraham,” which i 18 continued g 
in a ſtring of genealogical diſtinctions till 
we reach verſe 16, where it is ſaid, And 


Jacob begat Joſeph, the huſband of Mary, 


of whom was born Jeſus, who was called 
Chriſt.: According to this genealogy Je- 


ſus is pompouſly traced back to his great 


anceſtor king David; a vanity ever preva- 
lent in what are called the higher circles of 


people in our own and other countries. 


From this genealogy we, however, diſco- 
| ver the zeal of Matthew ro have Jeſus re- 


ceived 
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GOALS as the. lawful. fo 1 Joſephs. a cal F 
and a conduct which removes all doubt 
concerning the temporality of Chriſt's 
office. For- had Matthew. believed that 
Jeſus was God, or that he was the Son of 
God, begotten by inſpiration, | he would not 
have been aſſiduous to prove his deſcent . 
from David; nor to exalt his name in the 
records of kings. It is true, we read (from 
verſe 19th to the end of the iſt-chap.) in 
the ſame goſpel of Matthew, that « The 


birth of Jeſus was on this wiſe: when as 


his mother Mary was eſpouſed to Joſeph, 
before they came together, ſhe was found 
With child of the Holy Ghoſt, . Then 
Joſeph her huſband, being a juſt man, and 
not willing to make her a public example, ; 


Was minded to put her ; away privily. 


But while he thought on theſe things, the 


angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream, ſaying, Joſeph, thou ſon of David, 


fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 


for that which i is conceived.-in her is of the 
* a. AP the {hall bring forth a 


ſon, 


K. 4 


- 
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an, und den fialt" enn hir mme Jus! 
for he ſhall ſave his people from their fin! 


pero 
the angel of the Lord had bidden him) 


Then Joſeph; being raiſed 


and took 'unto him his wife: and knew het 
hot till The had brought forth her firſt born 


ſon. And he called his name Jesvs,” | 
Thus hive 1 cited the whole of the account 


given by Matthew of the conception; 
birth, and circuraſtances attending the 


birth of Jeſus; of the jealouſy of Joſeph 
and implicated guilt of „ent Mary: ſub- 


jects on which the other writers of the 
New Teſtament have written to nearly the 
ſame effect. On this account it may be 


unneceſſary to quote their reſpective bios 
graphics; particularly as your lordſhip has 


compriſed them in the words The Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the 


God.“ Taking all theſe circumſtances 
into our conſideration, it will be as impoſe 


* 2 


power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow 
thee': therefore that holy thing which ſhall = 
be born of thee ſhall be called the ſon of 
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_ lb] to believe. the "IO 
tien“ as the ſlor of Noah, his ark, and 
miraculc s voyage. Matthew relates what 

>» me appears a fairy tale intercourſe be- 
tween 4 mere woman and what his imagi- 
nation "og him to call „ the Holy 
0 0d. Wboe ver ſtri adheres to this 
C tale, and the manner. it is told, will ſoon 
perceive that Mary had no intercourſe 
= with any one, except that intercourſe by 
1 e 15 children are ever con- 


— 


"Joſeph ene 90 a OF Mary | in 
5 full aſſurance of her béing a chaſte 
"maid; it however proved to be a falſe con- 

| fidence, ſince in a ſhort time after this 
marriage he grew jealous. - This jealouſy 
$7 NV: diſcompoſed and foured his 
mind, for we read, ** that, being a juſt man, 
he was willing to make her a public ex- 
N From this raſh meaſure he was 
indeed diverted; but not by the interpoſing 
| perſuations of a real AY: ſuch there be) 
<5 = 5D . angel. 


= 
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bh « The angel of che Lord appeared 0 
to him ima dream.“ People uſually dream 4 | { 


of the affairs of the day, but more eſpe- 6. 
N ping affairs as have perplexed and 
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| iümpreſſed their minds. To «cauſe. Joſeph il 
„ dren oth a dncioptc as enough ate = - 
is | he/had-almoſt determined to put his wife 
n away © privily.? Joſeph was a einen 


ſe an as für us we know, 4 holy as well as 
u Ly man. «The, ee had always been | 
"= nec ned on ado t; 
nm, angels; and it is very probabiki Joſeph 
prayed to the Lord to help him out of-his 
in dilemma. Having then no Saviour to me- 
je diate for their ſins at the throne of mercy, 
Joſeph may have ſupplicated the archan- 


s 
is gel to mediate in his behalf? thus angels, 
ſy and ſpirits, and gods, and prophets, and 


1  faints, might appear to bim in the agita- 
„ | pions of v wounded ſpirit.” And, being 
*. unwilling to put away his wife, the ſenti- 
as ments of piety and of love, which had p per- 
b vaded his mind in the day, \ were likely to 
e) N before his fancy in the night, ar- 

| : L2 moured 


PEN: . 1 220 J- ; 
5 moured-in the-more captivating aud of 


nga juſt man, and not villing to. _ 


5 3 eee e 
8 ſon of David fas: not ake uno ther 


'* geivedinherigat ; the Holy hoſt.” Theſe, 
indeed, mult os en of a real dream, 


4 * 
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In England. 1d we. even 1 to 
 dreamany thing ſo curious, it ſeldom fol- 
lows, that, we reſrt to ſupernatural hopes, 
magine that miracles ſhall. therefore be 
= performed. Yer, there perhaps is no one 
who reagst theſe letters, nay, not. even. your 
5 lordſhip, but . has, at one time or other, 
had qreams full as rem rkable and ſuper- 
natural as t. is miraculous conception. Ot 
myſelf, have, on theſe. ſubjects, little to 
7 Bur if 1 I 4 ould ; ever be unfortunately, 
. Pk nw 


5 


* * 
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1 Kenyon alone ſnould have the arbitration 
of the buſineſs. And I ſeriouſly recom- 


Williams, both of Wales, and 
lord Kenyon and the other eleven: Judge 
for their opinion; being well aware, that 
heir lardſnips would award the neceflary 


damages, and recommend: Joſeph» xo ſus 
ſor a divorce from Mary, his adulterous 
ſpouſe, This, my lord, may ſeem a cu- 

rious fnode of treating the ſubject; but it 

is the only mode by which a caſe ſo ins 


portant can be ſuited io the apprehenſions 
of ſome, and introduced N hearts and 
underſtandings of others. It is a mode; 
the ſucceſs of which I ſhould eſteem cer- 
80 even . your lordſhip had not 

Fin | 1 | haſtily 


fo Warme 1 ſhould FR it. cone 4 
with a virgin, three months advanced in a 
53 "Nate of pregnancy. and find that this vas 
| "luable! property was not my own, lord 


1 mend to thoſe who wiſh for legal proof of 

| the crim. conc in the affair of Joſeph and 
Mary, to make out a caſe: fill up the 
blanks with Joſeph Wanne and ſy 
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5 chat the ey of the mraculous conception, 
| Nd in the'catalogue of the failings of 
impoſture, ſhall: long ſurvive even your 
e eſſions : theſe; in my mind, 

| amount 0. 4 Complete recantation of 
hrif ae tm: I on plac, when 


way Heir lalth, zuding e e 6 
Moes, in the time when the autliors of the 
New Teſtame t wrote 3 yet, this faith, 


which; äccording to you, was eſtabliſhed 


on the firm baſis of God's own hs,” was 
not-congenial with the nature of 
miſſion, was not dompatible with xhe of- 
ice of that man! © Neither have you re- 
jected the much lamented power the jews 
have ever aſſumed over, and, if things 
go on improving on the examples of the 
OT ec ney ſtill and always will 


7 11 | . l main- 


Chriſt's 


a rf 
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maintain i in, , the chriſtian world. You be. | Mm 


1 


F ee dend 0 that Mics are to us, Tikes 2 
wiſe,” "the witneſſes of the crucifixion of N 
jeſus, for aſſuming the name of © the Son 
of God.” 1 Already I have made theſe . 
b reconcileable tenets, the ſubyect of? a reflec- | 
tion or two; and ſhould I now recommence | 
| the diſcuſſton, I ſhould: have juſt the ame 
ſitisfaction—1 ſhould” Juſt diſcover, that 

both Moſes and | Jeſus, as to their claims to. i 
divine election, or their being the one 4 i 
{ prophet, > the other a meſſenger from God, 
were impoſtors. However, I have never 

yet been perſuaded, nor is it at all proba- 
ble, that I ever ſhall believe, Moſes him- 
ſelf pretended, or if he pretended, ſeri- 
ouſly ſubſcribed to the doctrine of inſpira- 

tion, viſion, and the reſt: nor that Jeſus 

had the evidence of his own mind on the 

ſubje& of * the miraculous conception. wt 
As to. the miracles Jeſus is faid to have 


wing" in Judea, his reſurreQion, and 
: a Aliſcen- 
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8 aſcorifion ; hiſtorians, and even ie 
themſelves, are much divided. The mi- 
racles are indeed few in number, and rold 
in a careful and common- place manner: 
to me they have little of the charafter of 
divine power. and preſcience; eſpecially, 
1 when I compare them with the hiſtorians 
. Paine has alluded to. In theſe hiſto- 
4 rians, and 1 ought; in juſtice to them and 
your author, to ſay, that they have related 
their miracles as plauſibly, and adduced as 
many proofs, as the writers of the New 
24 . have done ;—in theſe hiſtorians, 
ay, J read of miracles, But I ſmile to 
think on their credulity, pitying that of 
the many. who, by means of this and ſu- 
perſtition, were oppreſſed by the perſons 
who pretended to the power of changing 
the laws of nature. It is yet more re- 
warkeble that Great Britain can, at this 
moment, produce accounts of numerous 
miracles performed within her pale, in 
the courſe of the laſt twenty years; per- 
1 To Fe L ſay, for ſo ** men, whoſe teſ- | 


7 


— 4 


© as 3 


* 


5 timony I ſhould mote: readily receive than 
that of profligate or: idle jeus, and ſucn 
the witneſſes of the wine and vater mita- 

4 utes el miniſter 
peace.“ One ot 5 relates, that “ be- 
ing one morning amuſed with the ſnortite 
appearance af a gentle. breeze, he took his 
ſiſbing· rod, with the accompanying! avpesi 
x dents, and went to;angle for ſalmon; in 
den, a ſtranger approached him; at a near- 
er view he ſoon perceived that che ſtranger 
Vas no other than a man, at whoſe bei- 
ſide he had attended the previous morn- 
ing, in devotional humility, having had 


ars told 
8 21 f ape 


reaſons to expect that the poor man's laſt 


momients were at hand. Imprefled with 
the tetroſpect of this ſolemn ſituation, be: 
haſtily exclaimed, Man! art thou alive?“ 
u geeſt thee not that Lam?“ replied h 
viſitant,” adding, that he * expected ſome: | 
4 nne would! ſoon make their appear * 


Son . AS by ance, 
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this man h. oy decbsfo) 8 . 
in u dying ſtate: but preſently came up 
to ele ener n of 


in their Jae 6 es next b Vilge, to 
Peer articles that ſhould be required 
ment MOOR! from my preſence. I told 
_ this men what my von in and myſelf had 

JN en cy areb wing wirneſſes of our 

ſurpriſe, and we liue to effect on the lov· 
| itig-kindneſs and gri * power of God! 
What does your lordſhip think of this 
miracle 7 à miracle, for the authority of 


which L might r the clergyman 
i . I 


al 6 


A 


* 


mo- 


0 4 ) 


er ecdine 'T have quoted, from his 
own letter, to a friend in Dublin, on the 
ſubject. For my own part, the laſt ſen- 
tence, « we live to refſect on the loring- 125 
kindneſs and great power of God,“ per- 
ſuades me that the whole was a dream of 
fancy. But not ſo, ſays the chriſtian, 
not ſo the lumen ek Lazarus: JO... 
. 10 dead. — | | 


* 


of wit celebrated affair, frequent men- 
tion has, with great confidence, been 
made by every commentator, - pope, and 
| ſeQariſt: by theſe the world has been told, 
that this ſingle Calledged] miracle is, * 
itſelf, ſuch a proof of the nature of the 
miſſion ſent with Jeſus Chriſt from hea- 
ven, as no man, having the right uſe of 
his reaſon, can reſiſt. Now, I, who am 
neither pope, ſectariſt, nor commentator, | 
but a plain ſubject of theſe kingdoms, 
have no doubt, but that any man, having 
a conſciouſneſs of the exiſtence of reaſon 


within him, and with but power to make 
M_— L6 this 


cn, 


. ans dee indes. will, on n 
* tith. chapter * Sc. John, at once 
tion, fimilarco chat i in Which the . of 
c book of | Geneſis was, not long ſince, 
_ found... Were there nothing objectionable 
in the account of the miraculous concep- 
tion, nothing doubrful in the wine and 
water miracle, the affected ref urrection of 
| Lazarus would immediately deſtroy the 
hole of ſtbe divine authority of Chriſt's 
_ miſſion. In this 1 ith chapter of St. John, 
we read, * - © Now 4 certain man was fick, 
named rus, of Bethany, the town of 
Mary and Martha. (4 vas that Mary 
wbich anointed the Lord "with. ointment, . 
and wiped his feet with her hair, whoſe 
- brather Lazarus was. fick.) Beſides the 
indelicacy of a woman. wiping a man's 
fleet with her hair, we, in this narration, 
perceive, thar Mary and Martha were par- 
ticularly intereſted in the - ſucceſs . of 
_ Chriſt's projects. They had formerly 


| anointed ** leet. with a; expe Hye oil, by” 
i 


, — — — 
— 


n in hotels 
ſineſs of deeciving the jews, and, if that 
| were poſſible, the whole race of man, To, 
effect this, Jeſus is made to remove to a 
village, ſituated at a ſmall diſtance. from, 
the town of, Bethany, where he purpoſely 
continues two days: in the courſe of this 


time, Mary, and her paſſive, but i iniqui- 


tous brother, Lazarus, are active in the 
arrangement of the plot— Lazarus dies, 
and is buried, Of this, ſecret intelli- 
gence was inſtantly ſent to Jeſus; who, 
on receiving the news of the completion 


of his ſcheme, addreſſes his diſciples, fay= _ 


i Our friend Lazarus fleepeth ; but I 
go, that I may awake him out of fleep.”. | 
Theſe laſt words cauſed ſome trifling per- 
 plexity 3 in the minds of ſome of the diſci- 
: ples, ro remove which, Jeſus & plainly”. SN 
adds, « „Lazarus i is dead. Ang I am glad. - 
for your ſakes, that. I was not there, (to | 
| the i intent ye. may belieye ) (of courſe they 
5 had experienced pam of infidelity, ! * 
never 


1 N 


_ to From — it is evident 
tat Je us muſt have had ſecret intelli- 
gence, or was inſpired with a prophetic 
ſpirir. Should your lordſhip maintain the 
latter opinion, how-happened it that Jeſus - 
_ could not likewiſe foreknow the length of 
time Lazarus had lain in the grave? 
Then when Jeſus came, be Found that 
he had lain in the grave four days alrea- 
dy.“ This be found, demonſtrates that 
he had no forcknowledge of the event: 
:; but: replics the reader, © Was it not 
5 ſtrange that the perſon who brought the 
ſecret intelligence to Jeſus, did not like- 
wiſe tell him how long Lazarus had lain 
in che grave?” Undoubtedly: this remar 
may juſtly be made to which the anſuer 
1 and murderers are, in the 
end, detected by their dyn blunders. 
This clearly is the caſe in the affair of 
' - Lazarus; and when we are arrived at that 
* part of the — where Jeſus is met 
ob. ; 7 HT "WR 


— 
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with by Mary at: che grave of ae dats 
guile of the aſſociated junto is made mani 
ſt. Jeſus, therefore, again groaning 
in himſelf, cometh. to the grave. It was - 
4 cave, and a ſtone lay upon it. Jeſus 
faid, Take ye away the ſtone.” What! a 
God, a prophet, a worker of F miracles, not 
able to cauſe the ſtone to diſappear or re- 
ove of itſelf? But the divine miſſionary 

is put more to his ſhifts in another place- 
And he that was dead, came forth bound 
hand and foot with grave-cloaths; and 
his face was bound about with a napkin. 
| Jeſus ſaid unto them, Looſe him, and det 
him go.” Pretty ſtuff to tell even a dray- 
man of Thames-ſtreet, or the Borough! 
In the firſt place, we are told, he that 
was dead, came forth bound hand and foot 
 withigrave-cloaths.” This is very Plauſi- 
ble, becauſe we are led to imagine, that 
his grave-cloaths were not chains, and that 
therefore he could . come forth. But, 
. . face was bound about with a nap- 


I» 


(wm) 


its; ts he was n ſee; 
aud therefore, if he were alive and ſtrong 
| enough to raiſe himſelf out of his ſepul- 
chre, he could not, with his ſace bound 
about with a napkin, ſee his way .out of 
the ſepulchre. It may be anfwered—A 
man can grope in the dark. Juſt ſo: but, 
anſwer me, how could a man, actually 
bound in chains, ( Jeſus ſaid unto them, 
Loofe bim, and let him go:“) how, I aſk, 
could Lazarus, bound hand and foot, grope 
aut of a deep cave or ſepulehre? In fine, 
could a man, having his hands tied toge- 
ther, and his feet tied together, raiſe his 
body from even the ſurface of the ground? 
It will be anſwered—* No.“ How much 
lefs probable then; that Lazarus, laid as 
he vas on the bottom of a deep cave, ſo 
bound hand and foot, and blinded by a 
mapkin that % was bound about agel N 
cuuld raiſe. himſelf, out of: this cave, to 
the ſurface oi the ground that verged upon 
it's mouth? Really theſe — have ſo 
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Ir now 1 ar hed ſucceſsful i in proving 
two things---1ſt, that the account of 


"0 the miraculous conception” hag no founda- _ 


tion in truth ; and---29, that * the reſur- 
rection of Lazarus” is, likewiſe, not only an 
untrue, but worſe told, miracle, the autho- 
rity for believing that Jeſus Chriſt was 
* conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, to be the 


Saviour of the world,” as yell as that ad- 


duced for his working of miracles, may be 
put upon the ſhelf, laurelled with the 
plant your lordſhip uſed at the conſeera- 
tion of one of Mr. Paine's broken argu- 
ments: I ſhall put it,” ſays your lord- 
ſhip, te covered with bellebore, for the ſer- 


. it's * the ſame ſhelf with 
your 


630 
I cont pathos Gr. But I, n bun 
not therefore lightly ſæim the nee 
of your book: it is in all places 

peruſal, and in ſome aalen of drin 


utention. In endeav 
futility of an argument which Mr. Paine 


bas thought proper to call © incontrover- 
tible,” you ſuggeſt that two authora, who | 


differ in truc ing back the pedigree of an 


individual for abb e a rer e 


not; on that decbunt, be't 


petent to bear ref mony to the tranſu@ivns | 
of his küfe, unleſs an intention to falfify 
could be proved againſt them.“ Av this 
is introduced to ſtrengthen your argument : 
againſt Mr. Paine's objeQion to the genea- 
logical narratives of Matthew and Luke. 
it may be proper to remark, that the ſug- 
geſtion ſeems diſanalogous; becauſe both 


Matthew and Luke, inſtead of writing their 


on ra: a period when they night have 


3 . been | 


* 


ouring to ſhew the 


books a thouſand years after the death of 
ſeſus, are allowed to have themſelves lived 
about the coth or Goth year of the chriſ- 
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4 "beek aequainted with others who! ha 
| known Jeſus in his life-time.” But you hint, 
iat che publie tecordsmighthaveled theſe 
Writers into the miſtake found fault with 
by Mr. Paine. This I can hardly admit, 


becauſe:we poſitively know the jews had 


e the geneale 
1 ftated i; from this, then L 


| — Aaithfol hiſtorians; hk pin e 
that every traditional ſtory they heard 
= mull be true · But. reaſoning from analo. 

en v think Sir John Hawkins and Mr. 


did they differ only in the manner of re- 


lating an endete. ud time of che day 5 


3 dene ee e in e e 
forgive Hawkins for ſay ing that Dr. John- 
ſon was born in the month of November, 


BING kin 


* 


no other public or private ome but the 


Boſwell may have differed, in many cir- 
curnſtances, in their biography of Dr. 
Johnſon. True, they might be pardoned, 
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nim church that he was born in April? 
Akin with this is the error the New: Teſta- 
ment biographers have fallen into. But 
indeed theſe things are trivial at beſt, they _ 
are unimportant to thoſe who are agreed 
that. r was not conceived en the wes 
Ghote. in 


#1 
3% 


| | With 5 to 3 Herod. nid his 
mandamus. ordering the maſſacre of all 
infants under two years of age, no one need 
be ſolicitous to prove whether it was or 
was not ſo: if it was ſo, he but followed 
the example of Moſes, who contrived hit 
maſſacring expedition to plague Pharaoh; 
as Herod might have ſchemed his to pleaſe . 
his high prieſt. | But it ſeems moſt pro- 
bable, that the whole wy? is the _ of | 
JP dramarnR.” 


4 


Id wit the event of the crucifixion; . 
and it's eireumſtances, reached us, ba 
might have expected that the divine in- 
9 of Pu had long ere now been 

i cap 
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ploded. — auld con. 
me au apo be doctrine of Chriſt's 
Bad iS. abov alk things, ; moſt ſurpriſ- 
"+ Aba things, leaſt worthy of your 
underſtanding. Indeed! a perſon fe ow re re- 
Aunt to ſuppoſe you2 ſeriouſ] 
| 0 Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt--<three 
Gods,“ &c. and yet, what is to be thought 
of. a man in your office? Frqin: the Apo- 
logy now before me I might eaſily. ſelect 
ample proofs, that you at leaſt waver in 


pour trinitarianifm; more eſpecially the 


paſſages which relate to ih ſuperiority of 
judaiſm. In theſe, you contend, the jeus 


are to us and all the world a living teſti- 
mony of the moral juſtite of God; and 
again, that there i is but one only living and 
true God. Are theſe, then triviab reaſons 

for ſuppoſing your lordfhip i is an unitarian? 
But be this as it may, the crucifixion, and 


© © circumſtances! which, attended the gruci- 


2 Hxion of Jeſus, are tous written teſtimo- 
nies that he was; no God. Previouſſy to 
_ s cataſtrophe, and a/melancholy one it 


„ : x 4 Was 
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Las had had wandered to and Gin in 
hopes he ſhould be able to elude the vigi- 
lance of his perſecutors. In the courſe of 
| this fugitive life, he; may have propheſied 
or . ſpoten of his death, that Peter ſhould | 
aj 2. him, and one or two more trifling | 
. circumſtances ; but, if he did, and that 
even the event was ſuch as he had foretold. 
are we therefore required to confider him 
an inſpired prophet ? rather, are we at li- 
berty to believe he was © God the Son? teh 
_ Surely. 19. For any public character, - 


placed in ſimilar circumſtances, might be 


ſure that the government of his country 

| would' ultimately find a means either to 
| intercept his friends, or bribe bis depen- 
dants. Such was the ſituation of Jeſus 
with regard to Peter and Judas. The one 
ä betrayed him for a ſum of money, and the 
betrayer” s countenance betrayed his guilt. 
The other denied him, and why? ? becauſe 
be had no other means left by which he 

: could ſave his own life. But, had Jeſus 3 

been a God, had he been inſpired, had, he 


. | | been 


God, remove this bar cup üs Wel- 
Mee ten, my lord, is an invocation di- 
. rely in point. . Jeſus had all along fur- 
miſed he ſhould be put to death by his 


countrymen the jews: and why? juſt for 


the fame reaſon that the Athenians poiſon- 
ed Socrates; namely, becauſe he ſought to 
numdle the proud, reform the licentious, 
and teach the ignorant their moral duty! 
Now Jeſus, aware that he could not, or 
perhaps unwilling to, abandon his party, 
Teeing death at a diftance, ſpoke of it with 
calmneſs; but, when he” found that His 
party, Nadered formidable by the affair of 
| Lazarus, had become the object of ferious 
- Attention among the great men of his day, 
be ſaw death was inevitable, and theref or re 
6 conjectured t that he muft Toon f fall a 
victim o the vengeance, of power. He 
* broug t before Pilate ; is atraigned; is 
2 rrequeſted 


. 
5 requeſted to manifeſt his power and au- 
thority by working even one miracle but 
no miracle could he perform be i is ca- 
prieioully ſentenced to die the ignominious 
death of the eroſs he is conducted to 
che croſs; where every actio nof his, I really 


ieve well meaning, life is forgotten by 
his perſecutors—he ſtruggles he prays 
dhe dies.---Is this then the m. of 


man, or a Soo? 22 
<UJ X31 | 15 

Of - his reliibretticn and aſcenfion yout 
torathip can only think as others have 
thought before you. that the jews would 
accept of no evidence, however much in : 
point, that had for it's object— their con- 
viction! This I muſt be permitted to 
doubt: becauſe, had the reſurrection of 
Jeſus been a tranſaction of day-light no- 
toriety, thouſands muſt have been witneſſes 
of the fact, and as many as ſaw, would 
have been convicted. Suppoſe a caſe: 
A man, wiſhing well to his king and coun- 
M quits London with a view to promote 

=. a re- 


| his mn e 2 Je 


- however, not 
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 a,reform 25 the morals of the | 'P | 


* e many a. 
duit their eee Join; him: thus 
d, he 2409 $ Py next village, 4 


i b ow — 9 : 


— 5 I, Hoſes ki 8 luffers 
| himſelf to be led about for a day or two 


in that ſtate, is brought to the reformer, 
Wh Nee: . 3 wir: 1 0 one Perz | 


ther, is cured of * and one i is 1 
from his cave: while a ſet, of really or 

 feignedy, drunken men have their water 
into wine. Theſe miracles are, 
only diſbelieved, but effec- 
cually ie --that is——exploded by the 
philoſophic part of the nation. But the 
reſormer is now pronou nced a dangerous, 
ing e a an a on the ſubver- 
; ſion 


v. "Sy, , 
__ 2 * 


4 


Fonofall order andallreligion: chains > 
one, of his followers 1s bribed, to 0 
his retreat, He is. apprehended, is con- 


0 oukach for ee eee _ 5 
my! lord, we 00 iſſue ; you have loggeſted, 5 


IS £ 


reQion, the "ble "rriefly- would: adds of 
5 have _ gathered another council, have 
| oßened i it with, What do we ? and ended 
it with a determination to. put him to 
death,” I, on the contrary, ſuppoſe, and 3 
ſo think will all who have made human 
nature at all their ſtudy, thar, did ſuch a 
perſon. as I have deſcribed in the above 
parallel caſe, after being nailed to a croſs. 8 
having bled copiouſly; expired in convul- 
ſions, and been interred; re- appear in the 
ſame body, and with the marks of his re- 
cent wounds (for ſo we are told concern- 
ing Jeſus); ; the whole people of Lon- 
don, and, with them, the whole of the i in- 
babitants of Great Britain, would be ſatis- 
— 1 
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HM ot with | it, as an evidence of his divine 
| 006; . oy: you, impartial reader? 
: Agreed as we are in the Circ mbh des of 
ide cmueifrion of Jeſus, your lotdſhip can 
now only expect, that I ſhould' at once 
hut up that part of your book where the 
flable of the reſurrection is defended: really 
my aſtoniſhment is increaſed ': at every line 
I read on this ſubject. With regard to the 
neknowledged miſtake made both by John 
and Mark, in their account of the preciſe 
hour at which Jeſus was crucified, all muſt 
de agreed, that it is perfectly immaterial, 
whether it happened at ten o' clock, or 
nine o'clock in the morning. We have 
only to regret, that ſo good a man ſhould 
have fallen a victim to fo baſe a party. 
_ His affectionate appeal to the feelings of 
Huis friend John, at recommending his mo- 
ther to him, at once evinced, that he not 
only was a man, but an humane and du- 
tiſul fon : and this circumſtance, far from 


1 a mark of the truth of the immacu- 
| late 


* 
* 


Ls 


late divinity; ſuperiarural conception, and | 
reſurrection of Jeſus, are to me poſitive 
_ proofs of the falſity of all the three: 
proofs that Jeſus was born of Mary, be- 
gotten by ſome jew, and fathered on Jo- 
ſeph the carpenter. Need I, then, any 
E age n your gs on theſe pointy? 


— 


7 he miracles which are nid to have at- 
Þ tended the crucifixion, particularly thoſe 
: mentioned by St. Matthew, directly fal- 
ſiſy a poſitive and unrevoked declaration 
made by God himſelf, as it is ſaid, aſter 
the deſtruction of all things except Noah 
ond his hoſt, by the flood. This declara- 
tion, While the earth remaineth, ſeed 
time and harveſt, and cold and heat, and | 
— and winter, and day and night, 
ſhall not ceaſe.” But Matthew ſays, 
Darkneſs overſpread the land,“ and this 
Feu prevailed from the 6th to the gth / 
hour in the morning. Of courſe, there 
muſt have been a ſuſpenſion of the laws of 
nature for that time ; yet, the declaration. 
- 13 1 


— 


K a ; 


of the "EY? is, * And. day and night ſhall 
not ceaſe.” | But the day did ceaſe, for 
| darkneſs overſpread the land from the 6th 

to the gth hour an earthquake rent the 

rocks the ſaints aroſe out of their graves; 
vet, the la ws of nature, if we believe the 
above declaration, were never to be 
| Changed—ar leaſt, « while the earth re- 
maineth.“ This declaration is likewiſe 
refutive of the afſertion found: in the Old 
5 Teſtament, That the ſun ſtood Kill,” --- 
a thing which could not have happened, if 
the words of the Lord are to be believed. 
But the whole is a ſecond edition of Ho- 

mer and * . N n and ee 
told. 


FE. 


— 


e 5, the, aa in 3 * 
"Lake, eſpecially on a ſubject which, if 
= ſounded 3 in truth, they muſt have perfectly 
*- underſtood, and the circumſtances of which 
they could not but know, ſeem to convey, 
not merely a trait of their ignorance, but 
"2 W evidence of their unbelief. Had 
| 7 Mark 


| 


* ; 
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Math and Luke known, rhat a 1 


| _ 14arkneſs did prevail, that the veil of the 


temple was rent, at the crucifixion of Je- 755 
ſus, they would have told us ſo. And of 
uch miracles, had the miracles. really xy 

| happened, Mark and Luke could not, in 

the nature of things, be ignotant. The 
moſt probable caſe, then, i is, that both 

Mark and Luke were aſhamed to n any 

thing ſo palpably falſe. In this,; they have 

not been ſingular, for John is equally ſilent 


on the ſubject: but your lordſhip con ſiders 


John a mere ſupplement writer: yes, but 


even | a ſupplement writer would not 


have omitted to relate things ſo likely to 
heighten the intereſt of his narrative. | 
However, the ſtrongeſt evidence of the 


* 


| 5 falſity of Matthew' s accounts ſeems to 
me tobe, that not one of the then exiſting N 
aſtronomers of Greece, and other places, 


has as much as hinted any thing about 
a general or partial darkneſs happening, at 
the time when Matthew's friends obſerved 
their general darkneſs. Had there been a 
„ general 
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zeneral darkrieſs at Jeruſalem, here would 
likewiſe have been a general darkneſs in 
all the parts of the world, where the fun 
had only the inſtant before been ſnining in 
all his ſplendor. But nothing of the 
kind was obſerved, conſequently, ny 


Il the kind ever e EET. 


| Dowbries, bord Lyn jetoh's reflections 
very PONY but, 1 think, ——— 
Paul was an enthuſiaſt, and we are there- 
ſore at liberty to Wel that inſtead of 
being Rruck down to the ground in his 
Journey to Data ſcus, by a ſupernatural 
power; he threw himſelf haſtily upon the 
Fraſs, and> was immediately merged in 
the pathos of a religious revery. In this 
gualm he may have fanſied, that he heard 
a voice, which to him had the ſound of one 
coming from, a perſon who ſpoke Hebrew; 
but the truth ſeems to be, that Paul was 
eeſton ind 3 propounding them ; as a man 


may 


* 


may do, who i is abſorbed i in a metaphyſical 
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dream, Leſt this ſhould appear an unwarr 
| table deduction, I ſhall Juſt. mention 


„ 


the circumſtances of a ſituation, i in which 5 


the late melodious doctor Watts wag once 
:—accuſtomed. ro viſit his friends. in 


it 


the country, doctor Watts i in the ſummer 5 


of, I am told, the year 1723, made a 
journey to the weſt of England; here he 


| reſided a at the houſe of a lady of great piety 


and great diſtinction. Being then engaged 


in preparing ſome hymns, and part of his 


logical tracts for the preſs, the doctor oc- 


caſionally forgot thy regular dining hour; 
this happened in particular on a day when 


the lady had invited ſome of her friends to 
ſpend part of the. day © in the doctor's 


elevated company.” . Dinner being ready, 


and the doctor not yet out of his ſtudy, the 


lady ſent her ſervant to announce the viſi= 


us to him, and to requeſt. at the ſame 
ume, that he would be * ſo good as to come 


0 dinner.” The ſervant complying with 


dis is lady” 8 orders, ent directly to the dack 
M 5 | cor 8 
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fudy door „and, as was uſual with / 
Kin" on ſuch Serie rapped gently; 
but no anſwer—rapped again, ſtill no an- 
ſwer in ſhort, he continued at this work 
id long, that the good lady began to be 
uneaſy: ſhe ſent to know the reaſon of the 
delay: the reaſon is, the doctor has 
made no motion, nor made any reply ſince l 
baue been at the door: the ſervant was 
1.3 hereupon commanded to force his e into 
the ſtudy he does ſ aaa doctor 
. "His defk—rells him abou cio nd the 
Viſitants; bur, inſtead Ho attending to his 
news, the doctor, ſo much was he abſorbed 5 
in metaphyfical ſpeculations, could only \ 
tell him, I am metamorphozed: 1am ; 
turned into a tea- pot: here,” pointing to 
his left arm, is the handle, and taking his 
noſe between his fingers, here is the 
ſpout, and, if you do not take care, the 
water which fhall proceed from me ſhall 
drown you.” At thefe laſt words, the ſer- 
vant grew imperious, and taking the doc- 
tor from his _— * on his arms; 5 
, but 
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but while wakes 3 oroceeded t 
0 the dining · room, the d eaming de 

5 exclaimed, 1 am grown to de- 
cannot enter at the dining - room door. 
Compared to this cee. revery, What 
does your lordſhip uo; of that e 
A e ene . i 


8 I. * 


e will ee 8 « I Hwa | 
een the authority of ſerippors by the 
boldneſs of conjecture ;'' but, that you. 
may be relieved from this ſeeming per- 
plexity, I beg leave to tell you, that I have 
in many places of your book peruſed, with 
8 —_—_— your cast prooſs,; er 


So we forget, and ſo we act our part, 
Without re evil at the heart. 


1 Plauſible indeed i is the ſucceeding 2 
of your lordſhip's account of the life and 
ſufferings of Paul ; and of theſe ſufferings, 
and the nature of his Corinthian corre 
ſpondence, you leave the reader to judge, 
correlatively. with the aſſertions of Mr. 
M We | Paine, 


Paul an improper 
wt f the reſurrection. Paul, un- 
Sang i made to ſay a number of 
things, which have both an air of grandeur 
and truth: be was indeed a ſenſible, ſub- 
ume writer; a writer, my lord, who, in 
many reſpects, far ſurpaſſes his cotempo- 
raries, and may be permitted to hold a 
diſtinguiſhed rank among the moderns. 
But he was liable to err: you, however, 
fay that, to prove the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, you think him * one of the fitteſt 
_ witneſſes that could have been choſen ;” 
rand,” you add, for this reaſon—his 
= teſtimony is the teſtimony of a former 
enemy, Hence then the teſtimony of a 
trinitarian turned ſocinian; is the fitteſt 
; teſtimony that can be choſen to prove the 
truth of ſocinianiſm. But J cannot admit 
that Paul v was converted by 'a miraculous 
Exhibition of the wrath of God. As to 
bis appealing to © above two hundred 
and fifty living witneſſes,” and that, as 


your lordſhip fays, before his enemies, 
who- | 


— 


* 


„ 

: whoever i is acquainted with the force 3 
prejudice, with the tenacity of human 
errors, will not wonder to find that Paul 
perſevered in his error, and vindicated his 
a prejudices, againſt the oppoſing phalanx 
of his ſtupid countrymen. In Corinth, 
Paul could not convert even one jew, ſo 
conſcious were they that the reſurrection, ; 
and the aſcenfion, had been fabricated to + 
give new vigour to a fainting party. The 
gentiles were indeed likely to liſten to 
him, becauſe they could accommodate the 


worſhip of two gods to the prevailing no. 


tions of thetr country, without much vio- 
lation to their belief in five hundred. 
Your concluſion, that, -inafmuch as Paul 
was never proved to have written un- 
truths in his letters to the Corinthians, the 
things contained in his letters to the Co- 
rinthians muſt be true, is, 1 think, not 
apt. And ſhould we even admit that the 
teſtimony of Paul to the reſurrection We 
Jeſus, is a true teſtimony, we are not, 


; ea quali ied to ſay that it is 1 8 
a fit 


TE 3 

nt te mgsay er by auy means u kefti- 
mony capable of proving that Jeſus really 
did riſe from the dead.—Paul's appeal to 
bis enemies, if ſuch they were, merely 8 
tends to ſhew how lightly they eſteeme 
the proofs formerly e nol in favour of 
the reſurrection: ſo lightly too did they 
eſteem even Paul's aſſertion, that they did 
not take the trouble to confute ie Upon 
the whole, there appears to be nothing in 
. your lordſhip's Apology for the Bible, 
that can ſatisfactorily recommend revealed 
5 religion; but there is a great deal in it 
that makes deiſm valuable to the man, 
and worthy of the philoſopher. Lou, it 
is true, ſeem to think that the deiſt can- 
not ſhare in thoſe felicitous hopes which” 
the chriſtian enjoys: but what are thoſe 
hopes, when the ground of his belief has 
deen removed ? Every human being has 
the ſame good reaſon to hope, and to ttuſt, 
that the mercy of God will be extended 
to him, on all neceſſary occaſions, in death, 
makes mad or, as we are all one 
family 


- 
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a Whether we believe that Chriſt was the fon 
of Joſeph, the jew, or of any other man, 
is a matter of no moment to our eternal 
intereſts but it is of infinite moment that 
ve do as Jeſus commanded bis followers 


to do that we ſhould love God with all 5 
our hearts, and love our neighbours as 
ourſelves. Whoever does this, muſt expe- 
rience peace of mind in this life, and may 
ſafely fix his hopes on the happineſs of an- 


other; and without impoſing upon the 


ſenſes, without diſtorting the laws of na- 
ture, we can admit that Jeſus was the 
well-wiſher of his fellow men. To pro- 
mote his laudable reform, he may indeed 


have gone a little out of the plain road; 
but as I cannot know his Preciſe diffi- 


culties, 1 have no willingneſs to upbraid 
his condua. Whether he had permitted 


his zeal to miſlead his reaſon, and, in this 
ae ee himſelf PRO of powers 
e which 


EY 


| * 
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; family on earth, ſo muſt it have been in- 
tended, that we ſhould all equally partake 
in, and ſhare the bleſſings of heaven. 8 
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| which he did not, and could. not, palſſeſs 
or, whether he was a neceſſitous impoſtor , 
are thoughts which may, now and then, 
preſs themſelves upon us: but ſuch conſi- 
derations, oppoſed to the maxims he in- 
culcated, and the obligations we owe to 
God, ſociety, and ourſelves, muſt to every 
one appear unimportant. Viewing him 


public teacher, we are filled with tranquil | 
| veneratiqn for his name, and muſt-applaud 
bis defign, 'reluQant to impugn his life. 
And if in his charatter as miraculiſt there 
may be objectionable traits, we are to 
preſume, he all along ſought the good of | 
mankind. Even. with ſuch intentions a 
man might be tempted a little out of the 
common path; for in thoſe days Jeruſalem 
demanded a powerful - corrective... The 
Romans hach uſurped every right, and every 
privilege, that was valuable to the jews; 
this Jeſus knew, and he therefore. made 
the law his ſtudy. In the writings called 
e the; —— but ne by 


in his better character of moraliſt -and 
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' Haiahs, be might have read looſe bien or - 
_ poetic ejaculations, or ſomething like a 
- prophecy concerning a Meſſiah. But the 
truth is, that all Iſaiah wrote, either re.. 
ferred to the age in which he himſelf lived, 
or that immediately following. Never- 
theleſs Jeſus attempted to free thoſe. 
hints from the obſcurity of allegory; and 
. being convinced he was not born in wed- 
ock, and perhaps unacquainted with his 


real father, he very piouſty threw himſelf - 


upon heaven for protection, and took God 
for his father. That he was a man of great 
talents, and deep reſearch, is evident from 


many of his ſay ings one in particulars. - 


Jas from the beginningſof all things; 
ſaying which, however apparently di- 
vine, means no more than that, inaſmuch 
as there muſt be a firſt cauſe, ſo he could 

trace himſelf, link to link, to that cauſe, 
and of courſe conclude, as any other man 
my, „ was from the beginning of all 
;” that is, human life, and human 
have exiſted from the beginning 


400 
0 of een bg eren. Or, wdv, 


muh. 101 is true: Leſus os once derum | 
teun ed: eres ness wo bis Kader- 


nity of announeing ts con- 
rſc privatcly with pa but ee this | 


pointing: 'to the: diſciples ; and: en mithrory, 


- « are my patents.“ In the nature of 
things, this was impoſſible: but his then 
ſtate of mind induced the ſentiment. Jet 


ſiuch proofs as theſe, both of his philoſo- 


phic ſagacity, and keenneſs of diſcrimina- 
tion, entitle Jeſus to a place among the 
greateſt men of antiquity. He was the 
Confucius of the jews; and had his follow- 
ers kept his commandments, and practiſed 
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eruel wars, inſtead of haughty perſecu- 
tion, inſtead of violent ſchifms; we ſhould 
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riſe above that which we entertain for the 
teachers of chriſtianity at home! How 
much above that which even the name of 
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did, I muſt deny the evidence of that na- 
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moſt peaceable, and perhaps the moſt 
moral. Chriſtianity has not reached their 
hearts; but the ſound philoſophy. of their 
teacher is deeply rooted in their minds. 
They are tempemte, we are riotous; they 
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civil code of Europe is adequate to all the 
= purpoſes of correcting, or reproving, or 

pi puniſhing, og rewarding, the civil inhabi- 

tants bf Europe. Her military is in like 
manner eſtabliſhed upon military laws, and 
the warlike inhabitant holds himſelf ame- 
nable to theſe laws. And might not our 
duty to God -- our duty to ourſelves our 
duty to our neighbours be taught and in- 
culcated from the pulpit, without the im- 
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he ver iſh the ſucceſs of a cauſe in 
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modes of education, compelled to engage: 
nay, they muſt ſeriouſly - wiſh it “at hell 
and to the devil. For an equalization of 
church revenue, as of that of the ſtate, I | 
am therefore an unambitious advocate— = 
2 unambitious, my lord, becauſe I am neither 
A curate nor a ſubaltern officer, but an ob- 
ſerver of the ſufferings of both; an ob- 
ſerver, my lord, of the miſeries of man, 
accumulated upon him by the ann 
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altered in their lives, and mended in their 
manners: but now they are the habitual 
| ſlaves of avarice, or poverty, or bribery, 
or corruption; and all this the effects of 
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culcated, and made the devil an apolgiſt for 
the crafts Gf men. But the day of their 
t eternal diſſolurion is approaching; the day 
a approaches when reaſon Thall'tri jor 
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which brought the whole into being, and 
adapted mere chaos to the harmony of a 
vegetating globe. We muſt diſeover, that 
this our planet originally received certain 
| powers, an and that theſe powers now enable 
us to exiſt in an almoſt independent ſtate. 
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